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DOG PARKS AND DOG DAYCARES

Some dogs enjoy visits to the dog park or dog daycare, but as trainers we must help pet owners recognize that this type of setting is not a good fit for every dog.

A dog visiting a dog park is similar to a child on his first day at a new school.  Without familiar or known associations, the place within the social construct is uncertain and new relationships must be established from scratch.  Children are more likely to enjoy school when they have known associations or familiar friends with whom to associate.  Similarly, a dog is likely much happier associating with familiar dogs or simply hanging out at home.

Many well-meaning owners bring their unsocialized adult dog to dog parks or day cares, feeling that it will help them become more comfortable around unfamiliar adult dogs.

It’s important for dog owners to be aware that bringing a socially uncomfortable dog to a dog park or daycare can actually do more harm than good.

Often, the dog is uncomfortable in a forced social situation over which they have no control, and might end up becoming less sociable then he was before.

As a result of being unsure how to behave, a dog might display socially inappropriate behaviors, such as charging, mounting, excessive barking or even aggressive behavior.  He may also exhibit signs of fear, such as cowering or trying to escape.

Dog parks and daycares can be enjoyable for some dogs, particularly young and well-socialized dogs.  Some adult dogs continue to enjoy socializing in these environments.  Responsible owners and daycare providers should be able to identify dogs’ body language, recognize any signs that the dog is not enjoying a given social situation, and remove him from that situation.

As dogs mature, it is normal for them to become less accepting of unfamiliar dogs.  A dog that previously enjoyed playing with unfamiliar dogs may enjoy it less later in life.
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