[image: image1.wmf]

LEAVE IT

LEAVE IT = DON’T TOUCH IT, DON’T LOOK AT IT, DON’T SMELL IT OR OTHERWISE HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH IT

GOAL:  On one cue, your dog will immediately leave something alone.

EXPLANATION:  Place a low value treat on the floor.  As the dog goes for the treat, cover the treat with your foot.  (Try not to crush the treat with your foot).  When the dog looks up at you (that’s the rewardable moment), Mark & Treat.  Reward with a high value treat.  If the dog paws and licks at the low value treat for over 20 seconds and does not look up at you, Mark & Treat for no longer trying.  Gradually, shape the dog to make eye contact with you when he wants something.  You are teaching a type of “mother may I” question.  Be sure to give direction when your dog looks at you.  It is important that your dog is rewarded when he checks in with you and/or asks permission.  When the dog can make eye contact with you reliably, name it.  Use the cue LEAVE IT.

Helpul Hint:  Keep a loose leash during this exercise.  Do not use the leash to jerk the dog away from the treat or object.  Pulling the dog away would be taking away his choice.  We want the dog to make a good choice – that is, to leave the food/object alone and look to the handler for direction.  

PRACTICE:  Practice LEAVE IT a few times a day at a variety of locations.

REVIEW:  
SAY LEAVE IT.  (Add the cue only once the dog can make eye contact. 



WHEN YOUR DOG LOOKS TO YOU FOR DIRECTION, REWARD.

Be prepared to be faster than your dog.  If necessary, tether your dog to achieve success.  

POSSIBLE CHALLENGES:  

What do I do if my dog gets the treat before I get my foot on it?

Just try again and be faster!

Try this:  When your dog is successful at LEAVE IT with a stationary treat on the floor, begin gently tossing the treat.  Movement is very exciting to dogs.  Make sure if you toss 

the food, you can get to it before your dog does.

Next step:  When your dog is successful at LEAVE IT when you place a treat on the floor, try using more high value treats.
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LEAVE IT

KEY POINTS TO REMEMBER:

- DO NOT use the leash to correct or jerk the dog away.

- Say LEAVE IT only once.  Do not repeat the cue.

If you do use your dog’s name to get his attention, use his name ONLY ONCE.

If he responds to his name and offers eye contact, Mark & Treat.

If he does not respond to his name, just wait.  You may also begin to shape eye contact.  Mark & Treat any eye movements, especially eye movements that appear closer to the desired behavior of direct staring.

Some dogs are quick to look up at you as if to say, “Hey, what’s the deal?  How come I can’t have the treat?”  AND OTHER DOGS will work very hard at trying to get the treat out from underneath your foot.  These dogs require more patience.  This exercise can require some patience the first few times.  But perservere, because your dog is learning how to make a good choice.  

THE PRACTICAL VALUE OF TEACHING THIS BEHAVIOR

This cue teaches the dog to defer to the handler.  

This cue teaches the dog impulse control.  Your dog should not just launch after things in his environment.  He should defer to you & ask permission first.

You can use this cue for other dogs, for crotches, for food that falls off the dining room table, coffee table or out of your hand or purse.

Jamie Bozzi, CBCC-KA, CPDT-KA, KPA CTP, ACDBC, CNWI, CC

Professional Dog Trainer and Canine Behavior Consultant

Smrtdog Behavior & Training  www.smrtdog.com
AKC CGC / STAR Puppy Licensed Evaluator / Tag Teach Certified

Jamie@smrtdog.com
619.246.5634
PAGE  
2

