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WILL WORK FOR FOOD
PROBLEM SOLVING

My dog will only do behaviors when he/she knows that I have food/treats.

Put the treats and clicker in your pocket.  Make sure the dog sees this happening.  Go to the counter, take them out of your pocket and put them on the counter.  Rapid-fire ten treats from the counter to your dog.  (We are trying to explain to the dog that the treats are available, even if they aren’t on you.)  Now pretend to pick up another one, ask for the Down, say “YES!” and get another treat from the counter to give her.

When she gets good at this, move farther away from the counter and repeat.  After you get the behavior and say “YES!”, go back to the counter for the treat.  Pretty soon you’ll be working in one room, and the treats will be in another room!

MORE HELPFUL TIPS

When the dog clearly understands the SIT behavior… that means that your dog will perform the SIT behavior on any surface (grass, ice plant, sand, dirt, rocks, gravel, wood chips, astro turf, wooden deck, tile floor, carpet, etc.), begin to treat the dog 1 out of every 3 SITS; 2 out of 5 SITS, etc.  

Remember, in the beginning of training, when you first teach a brand new behavior to a dog, you are a vending machine.  The ratio is 1:1.  After the dog is competent with the behavior and to make the behavior stronger, you then become a slot machine.  The ratio is variable.  But don’t vary it too much!  If your dog struggles with the behavior, ask yourself a few questions:  1)  Does the dog really understand the behavior?  2)  Have I changed the picture in some way?  (We used to practice SIT in the living room and now we have moved to the front yard.)

Make sure that your dog is very clear about what behavior it is that you are asking.

Make sure that you gradually change the picture for the dog to help him succeed!
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